
 

 

Minutes of the Marion County Board of Adjustments 
April 14, 2026 

 

The Marion County Board of Adjustments met at Marion County East Annex Building, 3014 E. Main St., Knoxville, 
IA 50138 on April 14, 2026. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Members Present: Danielle Huffine, Dale Miller, Jan Szlachetka 
 
Member Absent: Debra Kearney, Loren Van Wyk 
 
Public Present: Joel Van Donsler (via Zoom), Patrick Cutter (via Zoom), Tyler Christian (Marion County Engineer) 
 
Chair Huffine called for a motion to approve January 13, 2026 minutes. Motion by Miller to approve. Second by 
Szlachetka. 
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 
Poffenbarger presented Variance Petition 2026-968 –Patrick Cutter, agent for property owner Brenda Besse, 
request a variance to Marion County Zoning Ordinance 55.13 for lot frontage requirements to a Level A road for 
parcel 0672201500.  The parcel goes from thirty (30) feet of lot frontage on a Level A road to a Level C road. 
Does not meet the minimum requirement of forty feet for a flag lot. This is a 36-acre parcel where people want 
to build.  The Marion County Road Department believes a viable solution is to allow access to this parcel from 
the current Level A frontage with a variance to allow for thirty (30) feet of lot frontage. This would eliminate 
relocating the Level C gate or pursuing roadway reclassification and subsequent upgrade.  Reviewed Facts and 
Findings.  
 
Tyler Christian, Marion County Engineer, spoke to this variance request.  
 
Joel Van Donsler, neighbor, utilizes his property as hunting ground.  Concerned where potential buyer would 
build house on property in question.  
 
Discussion that parcel in question would not be allowed to be split any further.  Any further development would 
require action to reclassify the road.  
 
Huffine asked for a motion to close the public portion of the hearing. Motion by Miller to close the public 
hearing. Second by Szlachetka.  
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 
Huffine asked for a motion to take action on Variance Petition 2026-968 – Request by Brenda Besse, property 
owner of Subject Parcel 0672201500, represented by Patrick Cutter as agent, to allow for a variance to Marion 
County Zoning Ordinance 55.13 to allow for thirty (30) feet of lot frontage to a Level A road.  Motion by Huffine 
to approve Variance 2026-968 as requested. Second by Miller. 
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 



 

 

Szlachetka  aye 
 
Poffenbarger presented Variance Petition 2026-971 – A request from the Marion County Road Department for a 
variance relief to the requirements of 55.24 (6) – setback requirements to allow the placement of the CAT public 
parts shed ten (10) feet from the right-of-way line rather than the standard thirty-five (35) feet.  This shed has to 
be accessible to the public and placing it thirty-five (35) feet beyond the right-of-way would put it behind the 
fence. The public will not have access to the site or maintenance buildings. There is ninety (90) feet of right-of-
way along the frontage which is forty (40) feet more than the neighboring property to the west. The excess 
width of right-of-way along the property makes achieving the standard setbacks extremely difficult. Reviewed 
Facts and Findings.  
 
Tyler Christian, Marion County Engineer, further explained reason for this variance request. 
 
Huffine asked for a motion to close the public portion of the hearing. Motion by Szlachetka to close the public 
hearing. Second by Huffine.  
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 
Huffine asked for a motion to take action on Variance Petition 2026-971 - A request from the Marion County 
Road Department for a variance relief to the requirements of 55.24 (6) – setback requirements to allow the 
placement of the CAT public parts shed ten (10) feet from the right-of-way line rather than the standard thirty-
five (35) feet.  Motion by Miller to approve Variance 2026-971 as requested. Second by Szlachetka. 
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 
Poffenbarger presented Variance Petition 2026-972 – A request from the Marion County Road Department for a 
variance to the setback requirements of the Marion County Outdoor Sign Ordinance 55.20.  The request is to 
allow the sign placement directly on the right-of-way rather than the required seventeen and one-half (17 ½) 
feet behind the right-of-way. Reviewed Facts and Findings.  
 
Huffine asked for a motion to close the public portion of the hearing. Motion by Huffine to close the public 
hearing. Second by Szlachetka. 
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 
Huffine asked for a motion to take action on Variance Petition 2026-972 - A request from the Marion County 
Road Department for a variance to the setback requirements of the Marion County Outdoor Sign Ordinance 
55.20.  The request is to allow the sign placement directly on the right-of-way rather than the required 
seventeen and one-half (17 ½) feet behind the right-of-way. Motion by Miller to approve Variance 2026-972 as 
requested. Second by Szlachetka. 
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 



 

 

Huffine made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:32pm. Second by Szlachetka.   
 
Huffine  aye 
Miller  aye 
Szlachetka  aye 
 


